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Session Information 
At 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29, 2021, the House stands adjourned until Monday, October 4, 2021, at 
12:00 p.m., unless sooner recalled by the Speaker. 
At 2:33 p.m. on Wednesday, September 29, 2021, the Senate stands in recess until Monday, October 18, 2021, at 
1:00 p.m. unless sooner recalled by the President ProTempore. 
 
Upcoming Session Days 
House 
Oct. 4-6, 25-27, Nov. 8-10, 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
Senate 
Oct. 18-20, 25-27, Nov. 15-17, Dec. 13-15 
 
Meetings and Hearings 
 
House Education -- October 4, 2021 - 9:00 a.m., Room 140, Main Capitol Building: Joint public hearing with House 
Appropriations Committee on Higher Education Funding 
House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee 
10:00 a.m. – Room 523 Irvis Office Building 
To consider: 
* SB 248: Veterans Recognition Days. The bill designates March 6 of each year as “Persian Gulf War 
Veterans Day” and October 7 of each year as “Global War on Terrorism Veterans Day” and encourages (but 
not requires) all public schools and educational institutions to observe the two special days by conducting 
exercises recognizing the contributions and sacrifices made by the veterans of those wars. 
 
News and Updates 
 
Nearly half of PA school principals surveyed said they’ve been threatened over mask order. This week, the 
Pennsylvania Principals Association released a survey indicating the intense backlash they are encountering from 
parents who oppose the statewide mask order. The survey found 44% of the principals who responded said they were 
threatened “by a parent, student, or community member as a result of the mask mandate.” Penn Live/Associated 
Press, October 2, 2021 
 
Reversing Controversial Book Ban – Central York School District reversed its decision last Monday night 
regarding a controversial teaching ban that targeted creators of color in the wake of escalating protests from students, 
parents and teachers. "We speak and listen to parents and community members to better understand and address 
concerns," said board member Jodi Grothe prior to the vote. "We have heard you." The school board voted 
unanimously to reinstate the diversity resource list effective immediately. The move comes after weeks of criticism 
that drew a national media spotlight to the district. District officials in November voted unanimously to impose the 
restrictions on teachers using any resources from the list. Read the rest of the story: “Central York School District 
Reverses Diversity Book Ban: 'We Have Heard You'” The York Dispatch, 9/21/21 
  
Communications with the PA Department of Health – Pennsylvania educators have asked for better 
communication from the state over pandemic mitigation in K-12 schools; the Department of Health says it’s working 
on it. To start, officials met this week with intermediate units, which serve as liaisons between the state and school 
districts, to hear feedback from administrators on how best to communicate and improve response times when 
questions arise, acting state Health Secretary Alison Beam told reporters on Thursday. “What we’ve been working on 
is making sure that any routine reporting to this team is separate and apart from a school that’s actually raising their 
hand and saying, ‘I have [a] school circumstance that I need that one-on-one conversation with you,’” she said. “That 
is now going to be able to be elevated and really prioritized from our team to do the outreach.” Read the rest of the 
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story: “Responding to Frustrations, Health Department Says It’s Working on Communication with K-12 Schools” 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 10/1/21 
 
Legislative Actions 
 
SB 224 Bartolotta, C.  
Non-Resident Teacher Certification Reciprocity. Amends the Public School Code, in certification of teachers, 
repealing certificates issued by other states and providing for out of state applicants for certifications. Provides that 
candidates from other states seeking Pennsylvania certification must hold a valid and current instructional 
certification issued by another state or hold a valid certificate issued by the National Board for Professional Teaching 
Standards. Effective in 60 days. Unanimously re-reported as committed from Senate Appropriations Sept. 27, 
2021. Set on the Senate Calendar Oct. 18, 2021. 
 
SB 552 Dush, C. (R) 
Right-to-Know Vexatious Requestors. The bill amends the Right-to-Know Law to allow an agency to petition the 
Office of Open Records for relief from an individual that the agency alleges is a vexatious requester. Requires the 
executive director of the Office of Open Records or a designee, within five business days upon receipt of the petition, 
to notify the requester alleged to be a vexatious requester that the requester may, within 10 business days, file a 
preliminary response to the petition; and to, within 15 business days, inform the agency whether pending requests 
and new requests from the requester alleged to be a vexatious requester should continue to be processed or should be 
stayed pending resolution of the proceedings. Third consideration and final passage in the Senate (34-15), Sept. 
22, 2021. In the House it was referred to State Government, Sept. 23, 2021. 
 
SB 603 Brooks, M. (R)  
Lyme Disease Education of Parents and Establishing Protocols for Tick Bites in Schools. Amends the Public 
School Code, in school health services, providing for the removal of a tick from a student. Effective in 60 days. 
Rereferred to Senate Appropriations Sept. 29, 2021. 
 
SB 704 Baker, L. (R)  
Expanding the crime of institutional sexual assault. Amends Title 18 (Crimes and Offenses), in sexual offenses, 
establishing the offense of institutional sexual assault by a caretaker. Establishes the offense as a third-degree felony 
if the caretaker engages in sexual intercourse, deviate sexual intercourse or indecent contact with a care dependent 
person who receives care, services or treatment in or from a facility, private care residence or the care-dependent 
person's residence. Provides exceptions for incidences where the victim and defendant are spouses, persons living as 
spouses or current sexual or intimate partners whose relationship preexisted the caretaker relationship. Effective in 60 
days. Set on the Senate Calendar Oct. 18, 2021.  
 
SB 786 Aument, R. (R) 
Open Campus Expansion. Amends the Public School Code, in open campus initiatives, including charter schools, 
regional charter schools and cyber charter schools in the commonwealth's Open Campus Initiative. Effective in 60 
days. Effective in 60 days. Reported as amended from Senate Education Sept. 28, 2021. Rereferred to Senate 
Appropriations Sept. 29, 2021.  
 
SB 846 Mastriano, D. (R) 
Parental Choice Regarding Mask Mandates in School. Amends the Public School Code adding a new section 
allowing a parent or legal guardian of a child of school age to opt out the child from wearing a face covering or mask, 
which the child's school imposes as a result of a recommendation or mandate from the secretary of health or a local 
board or department of health, that is primarily responsible for the prevention and control of communicable and non-
communicable disease, including disease control in public and private schools under the Disease Prevention and 
Control Law of 1955. Further provides for definitions. Effective immediately. Reported as amended from Senate 
Education Sept. 28, 2021. Set on the Senate Calendar October 18, 2021. 
 
SB 859 Langerholc, W. (R)  
Enforcement of Failure to Stop. Amends Title 75 (Vehicles), in rules of the road in general, further providing for 
enforcement of failure to stop for school bus with flashing red lights. The bill extends regulations regarding the 
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school bus stop arm camera enforcement program for two additional years. The additional two years will give Gov. 
Wolf additional time to propose permanent regulations for the program. Third consideration and final passage in 
the Senate (49-0), Sept. 28, 2021. In the House it was reported as committed from Transportation Sept. 29, 
2021.  
 
SB 869 Tomlinson, Robert(R) 
Amends Title 63 (Professions and Occupations), in powers and duties, further providing for definitions and providing 
for virtual operation. This legislation provides that in addition to the requirements of a practice act to hold public 
meetings to conduct business, each licensing board and commission shall use a virtual platform to conduct business 
when a public meeting is held. Effective immediately. Third consideration and final passage in the Senate (48-0) 
Sept. 29, 2021. Received in the House and referred to House Professional Licensure Sept. 29, 2021.  
 
SR 172 Langerholc, W. (R)  
School Bus Driver Shortage. Resolution urging the Congress of the United States and the United States Department 
of Transportation to take action on the nationwide school bus driver shortage by reforming the Commercial Driver 
License (CDL) requirements to lessen the burden of obtaining and maintaining a school bus endorsement. Adopted 
in the Senate by voice vote Sept. 28, 2021. 
 
HB 71 Warner, R. (R) 
Taxpayer Protection Act/State Spending Limitations. Amends the Pennsylvania Constitution to establish 
spending limits that the Commonwealth must abide by each fiscal year. The proposed constitutional amendment 
would limit the amount the Commonwealth's spending may increase, based on a three-year average of the 
Commonwealth's inflation and population growth. The cap may only be exceeded by a 2/3 vote of both chambers of 
the General Assembly. Removed from the table, Sept. 21, 2021. On third consideration and positioned for 
Senate passage. 
  
HB 232 Mustello, M. (R)  
Allowing School Districts to Change their Names. Amends the Public School Code adding language allowing a 
school district to change its name by a two-thirds vote of the local board of school directors of the school district and 
the approval of the Department of Education. Effective in 60 days. Set on the House Calendar Oct. 4, 2021.  
 
HB 272 Ciresi, J. (D)  
Fixing Pennsylvania’s Charter School Law to protect kids and taxpayers. Amends the Public School Code, in 
charter schools, for powers, for requirements, for the board of trustees, for contents of the application, for State 
Charter School Appeal Board, for funding, for annual reports and assessments, for grants, and buildings. Effective 
immediately. Discussed during voting meeting, House Education Sept. 28, 2021.  
 
HB 723 Mizgorski, L. (R)  
Modernization of the Workforce Development Act. Amends the Workforce Development Act, in local workforce 
investment areas and boards, further providing for the establishment of the Pennsylvania Workforce Development 
Board and employer costs for training. Establishes membership criteria for the board and for the operation of a fiscal 
management accountability information system and a performance accountability system. Provides for the 
establishment of local workforce areas and regions and local workforce development boards and membership 
composition. Establishes criteria for conflicts of interest and for plan functions and responsibilities. Provides for local 
performance measures and makes changes to amend the Workforce Development Act to be in compliance with the 
federal requirements of the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. Provides nothing in the act shall be 
construed to conflict with federal law. Effective in 60 days. Voted favorably from Senate Labor and Industry 
committee as amended. Reported as amended from Senate Labor and Industry Sept. 28, 2021. Set on the Senate 
Calendar Oct. 18, 2021. 
 
HB 1013 Gleim, B. (R) 
CTE Certifications on High School Student Transcript (Former HB1315). Amends the Public School Code, in 
preliminary provisions, further providing for Keystone Exams and graduation requirements. It requires the inclusion 
of Career Technical Education (CTE) certifications on a student’s High School transcript, if that student took a 
National Occupational Competency Testing Institute (“NOCTI”) or Association for Career and Technical Education 
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(ACTE) test and obtained a certification through a state qualified Vocational Technical School. All across the state, 
high schools acknowledge whether a student took an honors or AP class on a student’s transcript, while CTE students 
spend three or four years studying to earn a certification, with no acknowledgement of that success. Set on the 
Senate Calendar Oct. 18, 2021. 
 
HB 1254 Lewis Delrosso, C. (R) 
In-Person Education Act. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for in-person 
instruction or tuition grant program required and establishing that within 30 days of the effective date of the relevant 
section, a school district that does not provide or denies full-time in-person instruction must establish a tuition grant 
program. Effective in 60 days. Reported as committed from House Education (along party lines 14-11 with one 
republican voting in the negative). 
 
HB 1332 Lewis, A. (R) 
Empowering Parents with Curriculum Transparency. Amends the Public School Code providing for online 
curriculum availability. Provides that beginning with the 2021-22 school year and each school year thereafter a 
school entity shall post all curriculum offered by the school entity on its publicly accessible internet website and 
update the information each time new or revised curriculum is used by the school entity. Effective in 60 days. 
Reported as committed from House Education on a party-line vote with all Democrats voting in the negative 
Sept. 28, 2021. 
 
HB 1533 Topper, J. (R)  
Accelerated Learning. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for program of 
accelerated learning following COVID-19 pandemic and establishing the requirements for the program that shall 
begin on June 15, 2021, and continue through September 1, 2023. Effective immediately. Placed on the Tabled 
Calendar October 4, 2021. 
 
HB 1642 White, M. (R) 
Assisting Students in Economically Disadvantaged Schools. Amends the Public School Code, in educational tax 
credits, further providing for definitions of fiscal year and taxable year. Provides that effective July 1, 2020, a 
scholarship organization for economically disadvantaged schools must agree to distribute scholarships no later than 
February 1 of the applicable school year. Provides that business firms that intend to apply for tax credits for 
contributions for students attending economically disadvantaged schools shall make those contributions to 
scholarship organizations which shall be separately accounted for and distributed by the designated scholarship 
organization. Establishes that tax credits for each fiscal year shall not exceed $200,000 annually per business firm 
and that a business firm may receive tax credits in any fiscal year for combinations of tax credits as specified. 
Provides that limitations for maximum tax credits shall not apply for applications accepted from December 1 through 
the end of the fiscal year if all tax credits authorized under the article for contributions to scholarship organizations, 
opportunity scholarships organizations, or pre-kindergarten scholarship organizations have not been awarded as of 
November 30 of any fiscal year. Establishes that the limitations set forth shall be reinstated for all applications 
accepted by the department after June 30 of the fiscal year notwithstanding a temporary increase in maximum tax 
credits available. Provides that the total aggregate amount of tax credits approved for contributions from business 
firms to opportunity scholarship organizations shall not exceed $50 million. Provides for increases in the amount of 
the scholarship for students attending an economically disadvantaged school dependent upon the grade the student is 
attending. Establishes opportunity scholarships of a maximum amount of $8,500 for a student without a disability 
and $15,000 for a student with a disability. Provides that reporting information related to opportunity scholarships 
and economically disadvantaged schools shall be based upon the 2019-2020 school year for start-up fiscal year 2019-
2020. Establishes reporting requirements for recipients of scholarships. Effective in 60 days. Reported as 
committed from House Education on a party-line vote with all Democrats voting in the negative Sept. 28, 
2021. 
 
HB 1660 Sonney, C. (R) 
Emergency Powers & School Operations.  Amends the Public School Code, in duties and powers of boards of 
school directors, limiting a school district's temporary emergency powers from four years to 60 days beginning with 
the 2021-22 school year and each school year thereafter when an emergency results in five consecutive days of being 
unable to provide in-person instruction. Requires a two-thirds vote by the school board directors and a public hearing 
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if an extension is necessary. Effective in 60 days. Final Passage in the House (118-82) Sept. 22, 2021. Received in 
the Senate and referred to Senate Education Sept. 24, 2021. 
 
HB 1685 Topper, J. (R) 
Charter School Accountability and Modernization Act. Amends the Public School Code, in pupils and 
attendance, providing for transfer of attendance records to another school entity or nonpublic school; in charter 
schools, further providing for definitions, for powers of charter schools. The bill would strengthen the ethical 
requirements for charter schools, regional charter schools, and cyber charter schools; allow charter school entities to 
administer their standardized tests (PSSA, PASA and Keystone Exams) via electronic means; reinstate the Charter 
School Reimbursement line-item to offset the financial impact of charter school tuition that school districts 
experience at 30% of costs, but if sufficient state funds are not appropriated, to reimburse school districts on a pro 
rata basis; standardize the process for the creation of new charter schools, renewing charter agreements and amending 
charter agreements, including standard applications and timelines; clarify the enrollment process and procedures to 
ensure every student in Pennsylvania has equal access to a charter school, as prescribed in the law; provide charter 
schools with greater autonomy to determine where their students are educated and the configuration of their school 
buildings; encourage collaboration between school districts, charter schools, career and technical centers, 
intermediate units and post-secondary institutions by removing structural barriers in the law that stifle the sharing of 
innovative practices, cost-saving initiatives and professional development/diversification strategies; allow school 
districts, brick-and-mortar charter schools and regional charter schools to implement the lessons learned during the 
pandemic and offer their students virtual instruction without being required to establish a cyber charter school. 
Reported as committed from House Education on a party line vote with all Democrats voting in the negative, 
Sept. 28, 2021. Set on the Tabled Calendar Oct. 4, 2021.  
 
HB 1705 Ryan, F. (R) 
Property Tax Pension Obligation Disclosure Act. The Property Tax Pension Obligation Disclosure Act requires 
school districts to provide annual notice relating to certain pension and other postemployment benefit obligations; 
and provides for property disclosure statement and for duty of State Real Estate Commission. Portions are effective 
in 60 days and portions are effective six months after publication. Re-referred to State Government, Sept. 15, 
2021. 
 
HB 1892 Sonney, C. (R)  
Charter School Reconciliation. Amends the Public School Code, in charter schools, providing payments for charter 
schools shall use the per-student amounts calculated. In order to be eligible to receive a monthly payment for an 
enrolled student, the charter school shall be required to submit proof of enrollment and proof of residency to the 
school district. Further provides for payments to charter schools and provides for the reconcile process for payments 
due to a charter school from school districts. Effective immediately. Reported as committed from House 
Education Sept. 28, 2021 with Rep. Milou Mackenzie (R-Lehigh) voting in the negative. 
 
New Legislation 
 
SB 99 Hughes, V. (D)  
Teacher Recruitment, Retention and Diversity. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
requiring school districts to enter into an agreement with an institution of higher education to allow students to attend 
the institution while enrolled in a school district and earn credits towards that institution and allows the school district 
to pay the costs related to a high school student enrolling in an institution; and establishing the Committee on 
Diversification of the Education Workforce and Diversification of the Education Workforce Grant Program. 
Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to Senate Education Sept. 28, 2021. 
 
HB 1915 Webster, J. (D)  
Survey on School Infrastructure Capital Costs. Amends the Public School Code adding a new article requiring the 
Department of Education to conduct a one-time survey of each school entity to determine the amount of current 
capital investment needs of the school entity. Provides for the content of the survey. Also requires a school entity to 
provide a report in response to the survey to the department and the contents of the report. Further requires the 
department to consolidate the survey results and issued a detailed report to the General Assembly. Further provides 
for temporary regulations. Effective immediately. Introduced and referred to House Education Sept. 27, 2021. 
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HB 1917 Kim, P. (D)  
Asian American and Pacific Islander Inclusive Curriculum. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and course 
of study, providing for Asian-American and Pacific Islander history instruction. Effective in 60 days. Introduced 
and referred to House Education Sept. 27, 2021. 
 
HB 1931 Burgos, D. (D)  
Diverse History Instruction in our Schools. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, 
providing for African-American and Latino history instruction. Provides that the Department of Education must 
provide a model curriculum for African American and Latino history instruction no later than 12 months after the bill 
goes into effect. The bill provides that the model must be publicly accessible on the department's internet website 
including any resources used for the development of the model for school entities. Effective in 60 days. Introduced 
and referred to House Education Sept. 29, 2021. 
 
HB 1932 Freeman, R. (D)  
Emergency Epinephrine Administration. Amends the Public School Code, in school health services to provide for 
school access to emergency epinephrine. This bill changes the language of the Public School Code from "may" to 
"shall" in terms of a school's requirement to authorize a trained employee to provide the appropriate epinephrine 
auto-injector, assist students in self-administration, and help in good faith they believe a student is experiencing an 
anaphylactic reaction. A school entity shall also assign one or more individuals to be responsible for the storage of 
epinephrine auto-injectors. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to House Education September 29, 
2021.  
 
HB 1933 Freeman, R. (D)  
Tutoring Program. Amends the Public School Code, in terms and courses of study, providing for a tutoring 
program in which the State Board of Education shall, by regulation, establish a tutoring program whereby pupils in 
grades 11 and 12 may tutor pupils in grades one through six. Effective in 60 days. Introduced and referred to 
House Education Sept. 29, 2021. 
 
HB 1939 Grove, S. (R)  
Student Centered Assessment Pilot Program. Amends the Public School, in professional employees relating to 
revised rating system, further providing for definitions; and providing for Student-Centered Assessment Pilot 
Program. Introduced and referred to House Education September 30, 2021. 
 
HB 1941 Grove, S. (R)  
Taxpayer Relief Act Update. Amends the Taxpayer Relief Act, in taxation by school districts, repealing provisions 
relating to local tax study commission and adoption of further referendum. Introduced and referred to House 
Finance Sept. 30, 2021.   
 
HR 143 Webster, J. (D)  
School Transportation Consolidation Study. Resolution directing the Joint State Government Commission to 
conduct a comprehensive study of the viability, benefits and costs of establishing a consolidated, county-led busing 
of all private and public school students. Introduced and referred to House Education Sept. 27, 2021. 
 
Cosponsor Memos 
 
HCO2339 Ciresi, Joseph(D) Creates grants for the 2021-2022 school year for public and non-public 
schools. 
SCO1195 Flynn, Marty(D) Requires child day care providers to install safety guards on doors. 
HCO2333 DeLuca, Anthony(D) Establishes a student loan forgiveness program for active first responders and life-
sustaining workers. 
 
Federal/National News 
 
Supreme Court Cases on Education. A wide-ranging array of cases of interest to educators, including significant 
ones about religious-school choice and school boards’ authority to censure their own “rogue” members, are on the 
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U.S. Supreme Court’s docket as it opens its new term Oct 4, including: 
* the state of Maine’s exclusion of schools that provide religious instruction from its program of paying private 
school tuition for students in communities without high schools 
* whether a school board’s censure of one of its members over his speech violates the First Amendment 
* two cases involving federal anti-discrimination laws that may have implications for school districts 
Read the rest of the story: “Here Are the Upcoming Supreme Court Cases That Matter for 
Schools” (from Education Week, 9/27/21). 

https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/here-are-the-upcoming-supreme-court-cases-that-matter-for-schools/2021/09
https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/here-are-the-upcoming-supreme-court-cases-that-matter-for-schools/2021/09
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